
 

‘Herman and the Magical Bus to… 

SADSVILLE’ 
 

By Martin Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Children’s illustrated book 
 

How you can get involved 
 

Information and Sponsorship packages 
for Sadsville 

 
Supporting Childline 

                       BRISTOL 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrations by Jackie Geoghegan 

 



 

 

 

NSPCC Schools Programme 

 

Sadsville sponsorship pack 
 

 

 

Forward and introduction by the author and TV property expert,  

Martin Roberts, presenter of Homes under the Hammer. 

 

As the father of two young children, aged 7 and 9, I’m fully aware of the obligation we 

have as parents to give our offspring the best possible start in life. 

 

And most of us do. However, not all children are lucky enough to enjoy the kind of 

childhood that my and hopefully your children will experience. 

 

And it is for these children that the work of the NSPCC/Childline is nothing short of a 

lifeline. 

 

Reaching out and helping at a time of most need.  Preventing. Protecting. Educating 

Children on what’s acceptable, and what’s not. 

 

As soon as I heard about the aims of the Charity within schools I knew I had to write a 

specifically tailored book from a series of Children’s books I’ve been working on for years 

called “The Villes”. 

 

In each “Ville”, something is going wrong. In Tiredsville everyone is tired all the time; In 

Coldsville, everyone is always cold; and so on. 

 

The Hero of the stories, Herman arrives in the Villes on a magic red bus, unearths and then 

fixes the problem and so it is in Sadsville, where everybody is sad. 

 

But by learning to take a “Helicopter” view of the situation, I hope children will find a way 

of solving issues that concern them in their own world. 

 

By sponsoring the production of Sadsville, it will enable us to give a FREE copy to every 

child in the target age range - 9/10 (years 5 & 6) - in the Bristol area.   

 

And as the project rolls out countrywide we hope to replicate the process in each LEA area 

nationwide. Our aim is to launch the project nationally in London in early 2017. 

 

And if just one child is saved from the abuse that Childline see on a regular basis, then your 

sponsorship will have literally bought more than money can normally buy. It will have 

given an innocent child the kind of childhood that we would all wish for them. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help and support 
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Your support will help put trained Schools Service volunteers 

into every primary school in the Bristol area to: 

•help younger children understand and recognise what is and 
isn’t normal behaviour

•give them the confidence to talk about it

•help them recognise that abuse is wrong and is never their fault
•let them know who they can talk to.

Our volunteers will deliver difficult information in a way that’s 
tested, age-appropriate and sensitive to children of different 

abilities and levels of understanding. They will then continue to 
visit each school every two years. 

We aim to visit every primary school in the Bristol area. We 
have already visited many primary schools in the UK, reaching 

thousands of children.

With your kind sponsorship of the Sadsville book you will help 
all children in year 5 and 6  in schools in the Bristol area. 

Caroline Morgan, Community Fundraising Manager     
01752 422603    caroline.morgan@nspcc.org.uk

nspcc.org.uk

Many primary school children are suffering abuse 
and neglect, yet they can wait months, or even 

years, before contacting us or getting any kind of 

help. 

These are the children you see going to school in 

the morning, children who live on your street and 
are part of your community. Those who do find the 

courage to speak out are often in their teens 
before they contact ChildLine. Yet they tell us 

about abuse that started years earlier. 

These children are too frightened, too vulnerable, 

to seek help when the abuse takes place. If they 
can’t reach out to us, we have to reach out to 
them. 

That’s why we’ve developed the NSPCC Schools Service. 

This pioneering new approach aims to prevent abuse and 
help all children by giving them the confidence to speak out. 

NSPCC Schools Service – the future of child protection
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As a champion and passionate long term supporter of the NSPCC, Martin Roberts, author and presenter of 

Homes under the Hammer, has written a book in his Villes Children’s book series called SADSVILLE. The 

book has been written specifically to support the work of Childline and will be given FREE to every child 

aged 9/10 (years 5 & 6) in schools across the whole of the Bristol area. 

 

To enable us to provide this special book to schools we are asking local businesses if they would help sponsor 

towards the printing of several thousand books to fulfill this commitment. This sponsorship can provide a 

unique and valuable platform for companies to fulfill Marketing, PR and Corporate Social Responsibility. 

 

As well as Bristol we are also at this present time looking for sponsors for Somerset and Wiltshire, in early 

2017 we will then launch the project Nationally. If you interested then please do also contact the Villes 

book project team who will be organizing the rolling out of the project across the UK. 

 

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED 

Benefits for sponsors: 

 

Sponsoring companies advert will be featured on the Sponsors pages in the Bristol sponsored book 

‘Sadsville’. An additional benefit is that the book will be taken home and seen by the children’s 

parents and their siblings. 

 

Sponsoring companies full page advert will be featured on the Sponsors page on the ‘Villes’ 

website www.thevilles.co.uk 

 

Sponsoring companies will receive an invite for 5 guests to Martin Roberts & the NSPCC ‘Sadsville’ 

VIP book launch that will take place at a location in Bristol in 2017 once the book is printed. 

 

 You and a guest will be invited to the London National launch of ‘Sadsville’, possibly taking place 

 at the Houses of Parliament in 2017. 

 

 Sponsoring companies will receive 10 signed ‘Sadsville’ books.  

 

 Sponsoring companies will be permitted to promote their support for the ‘Sadsville’ project on their 

 website and social media with photos provided by the Villes project team. Photos will include a 

 signed and framed photo of you and Martin with your sponsored books. 
 NB: Sponsors cannot use the NSPCC or Childline logo separately for promotional purposes without prior approval 

 

 Sponsoring companies will feature in a press release and publicity campaign announcing 

 their sponsorship for ‘Sadsville’ Bristol book project. 

 

 

Cost per sponsorship package: £1,500  

Sole sponsorship or sole business category information is also available please contact the Villes project team 

 

NB: Once enough sponsorship has been raised for the Bristol books the Villes project team will be able to print  

the Bristol edition of the Sadsville book. The Villes team will regularly update our sponsors. 
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For More information 

 

www.thevilles.co.uk 

 

‘Villes’  

Project Team 

@ 

Morgan-Brinkhurst Consultancy 

 

sadsville-project@morganbrinkhurstconsultancy.co.uk 

 

Tel: 07973 683874 

 

Office: 01225 823004 
 

www.morganbrinkhurstconsultancy.co.uk 
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